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September 21, 2011

To: Flathead County Planning Board 

Please accept the following comments on the Noonan et al. proposal for a zoning map amendment in the Highway 93 North Zoning District 

Dear Committee Members,

Citizens for a Better Flathead was founded in 1992 and our mission is to foster informed and active citizen participation in the decisions shaping the Flathead’s future, and to champion the democratic principles, sustainable solutions, and shared vision necessary to keep the Flathead Special Forever.  We represent over 1500 voices for sound planning in the Flathead. 

We would recommend the proposed zone change of 78.71 acres along Hwy 93 included in the Noonan et al. application for the possible 63 commercials uses included in the proposed B-2HG zone be denied for the following reasons: 

· The proposed B-2HG zone as proposed is not consistent with the Flathead County Growth Policy as we noted in earlier comments on the B-2HG text amendment hearing record.  
· Approval of this first application of B2-HG zoning in the county will further pave the way for B-2HG-defined strip development all along Hwy 93 and on other roads in the county. No build-out or economic analysis has been done to justify this scale of development and its impacts.  
· This proposed zone change is not compatible with the zoning of Kalispell and Whitefish and this type of zoning on Hwy 93 or elsewhere in the county is opposed by both the cities of Kalispell and Whitefish. We support the comments these local governments have submitted during the text amendment hearing and the City of Kalispell’s comments for this hearing.

· The proposed B-2HG zoning should be denied because its potential application to all major roads in the county will over time make the Flathead less attractive to tourists who play a significant role in our local economy and to the kind of business investments that can bring quality jobs to the Flathead Valley.
Sincerely,  

Mayre Flowers, Executive Director
